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stead, and effected little ; one ran straight into
the melee and was soon held up and overwhelmed.
Five, under Dumanoir himself, tacked properly
and came down the windward side of the action.
The crisis of the battle had now come3 for these
five ships alone might have turned the scale when
captors lay grappled to their prizes in a grim,
dismasted tangle and Nelson was dying. The
issue now lay with his subordinates. Gollingwood,
Hardy and Lord Northesk did not possess Nelson's
genius3 but they knew their job. They saw
Dumanoir coming and hastily brought guns to
bear. Luckily, however, the two stemmost ships
of Nelson's column, the Sparliate and Minotaur,
were only just coining into action, and were able
to rake Dumanoirs five vdtii their broadsides.,
capturing one and forcing the other four to turn
away. Nelson's plan had succeeded ; eighteen
of the enemy had surrendered and the remainder
were retiring to Cadiz under Gra\ina5 himself
mortally wounded. One other enemy Sag officer
died of wounds ; and threes including Villeneuve,
were already prisoners.
From the Victory's cockpit Nelson still strove to
control the battle, and vehemently gave orders
to Hardy that the fleet and is prizes should anchor
to ride out the approaching gale. He spoke again
and again of Emma and Horatias and kept re-
peating, " Thank God, I have done my duty.*3
Thomas Atkinson, master of the Victory, wrote
in the log : " Partial firing continued until 4.30
when a victory having been reported to the Right
Honourable Lord Viscount Neison3 K.B. and
Commander-in-Chiefj lie then died of his wound."
Nelson possessed the attributes of genius which